
Reviewing the Constitution’s  
Big Ideas with Primary Sources 

 Center for Legislative Archives  

                         www.archives.gov/legislative/resources 

 

 
Graphic Organizer A: Big Ideas in Constitutional Clauses  

 
Instructions: Match the constitutional clause with the appropriate description. Match 
each constitutional concept with the clause it best matches. Explain how the clause 
matches the concept.  
 

 
 

We the People of the 
United States, in Order to 
form a more perfect 
Union, establish Justice, 
insure domestic 
Tranquility, provide for 
the common defence, 
promote the general 
Welfare, and secure the 
Blessings of Liberty to 
ourselves and our 
Posterity… 
 
Preamble of the 
Constitution of the 
United States 
 

No Money shall be drawn 
from the Treasury, but in 
Consequence of 
Appropriations made by 
Law; and a regular 
Statement and Account of 
the Receipts and 
Expenditures of all public 
Money shall be published 
from time to time. 
 
Article 1, Section 7, Clause 
1 of the Constitution of the 
United States 

The powers not delegated 
to the United States by 
the Constitution, nor 
prohibited by it to the 
States, are reserved to 
the States respectively, or 
to the people. 
 
Amendment 10 to the 
Constitution of the United 
States 

Constitutional 
Concept 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

How this 
clause 
matches the 
constitutional 
concept 
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Graphic Organizer B: Big Ideas in Political Cartoons  

 
Instructions: Match the political cartoon with the appropriate description. Match each 
constitutional concept with the cartoon it best matches. Explain how the cartoon 
matches the concept.  

 

 

  

 
 

 

  

Constitutional 
Concept 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

How this 
cartoon 
matches the 
constitutional 
concept 
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